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FAQ - Rubber

How do you make rubber?

Currently, rubber is harvested mainly in the form of the latex from the rubber tree or
others. The latex is a sticky, milky colloid drawn off by making incisions in the bark and
collecting the fluid in vessels in a process called "tapping". The latex then is refined into
rubber that is ready for commercial processing. What is rubber used for? The fact that
rubber can be made either soft or hard greatly increases the range of things we can use it
for. Soft and stretchy latex is used in all kinds of everyday things, from pencil erasers,
birthday balloons, and condoms to protective gloves, adhesives (such as sticky white
PVA), and paints.
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